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Bloomsbury Publishing PLC, United Kingdom, 2009. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
***** This book examines the popularity of NASCAR and its role as sport, business, and religion in America. When Dale Earnhardt died in a fiery crash
at Daytona Motor Speedway on February 18, 2001, the world stopped turning for millions of race fans. Lovers of the sport enshrined his iconic
number 8 car and his racing legacy with a worship and reverence never before seen in the sport of car racing. Fascinated by the response of the
media and the fans to Earnhardt s death - and grieving himself over such an untimely loss - L. D. Russell began exploring the deep attraction to cars,
tracks, and speed driving fan s love of stock car racing and their adulation of Earnhardt. Godspeed records Russell s visits to rural race tracks, to
races at Darlington Raceway, Bristol Motor Speedway, Lowe s Motor Speedway, and Richmond International Raceway, and his conversations with
NASCAR chaplains and fans about their love of the sport. Russell weaves his own reflections on the meaning of speed, death, and religion into a
colorful story that covers the thrill and agony of racing as well as its tremendous popularity. Over the last decade, NASCAR has become the fastest-
growing spectator sport in America. First, this phenomenon indicates that the sport has moved well beyond its Southern blue-collar roots to capture
the hearts and souls of Americans at every socioeconomic level. Second, the mourning over Earnhardt indicates that at its deepest level NASCAR,
like every religion, satisfies a basic human need: it is at the same time a celebration of life and a way of dealing with death. For seasoned NASCAR
fans, Godspeed offers reflections on the history of racing and the...
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