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OF OMMERCIALIZATION SSISTANCE C O F S C A one-stop assistance to small businesses by providing a wide variety of information and guidance in
central and easily accessible branch locations. The program is a cooperative effort of the private sector, the academic community, and federal,
state, and local governments ( SBA provides 50 percent or less of the operating funds for each state SBDC ). There are currently 56 SBDCs - one in
every state ( Texas has four ), the District of Columbia, Guam, Puerto Rico, and the U. S. Virgin Islands - with a network of nearly 1, 000 service
locations. In each state there is a lead organization that sponsors the SBDC and manages the program. The lead organization coordi-nates
program services offered to small businesses through a network of subcenters and satellite locations in each state. Subcenters are located in
colleges, universities, community colleges, vocational schools, chambers of commerce, and economic development corporations. To aid in their
efforts to assist small businesses, SBDC counselors have access, free of charge, to the National SBDC Research Network - a national clearinghouse of
information relevant to business management funded by SBA and administered by the State University of New York. The SBDC National Research
Network Web Site ( http: www. smallbiz. suny. edu ) provides useful informa-tion for entrepreneurs, a link to the SBDC electronic bulletin board,
which has been established to share individual experiences, and links to other Internet sites of relevance to small businesses. SBDC assistance is
tailored to the local community and the needs of individual clients. Each center develops services in cooperation with local SBA district offices to
ensure statewide coor-dination with other...
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