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AuthorHouse. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 252 pages. Dimensions: 8.8in. x 6.0in. x 0.4in.Gil Erb was one of the men who flew the
Navys first jet, the first carrier qualified jet, the first supersonic carrier qualified jet and the first Mach 2 carrier qualified jet. He participated in two
combat tours in Korea and then became a test pilot. He flew 43 different Navy aircraft and suffered a dozen near death experiences. His humorous
as well as tragic life episodes are all chronicled in this biography. Gil has, over the three year course of our interviews, enthusiastically opened up
about his flying days. The thrilling training, combat and test piloting episodes are interspersed with the humorous after-hours tales that seem to
come with the fighter jock turf. The chapters include anecdotes from some of the seven original astronauts such as Alan Shepherd, Scott Carpenter
and Wally Schirra; as well as Gil meeting Chuck Yeager and spending a day with Charles Lindbergh. Despite the name dropping, the author has tried
to tell an honest every mans story of what it was like to become one of the first pilots to fly jets on and off aircraft carriers and just how brave these
men really were. The author also believes he has included in Gils biography a little of how this kind of life typically affects a family. Dr. Peter Bartis of
the Library of Congress Veterans History Project said the biography was a beautifully documented history of Commander Erb. Dr. Dave Winkler of
the Naval Historical Foundation has accepted the manuscript for inclusion in the Naval History and Heritage Command Archives and is forwarding
it to several other Navy museumslibraries. Paul Gillcrist, the author of Feet Wet, Vultures Row, and several other naval aviation novels said about the
manuscript, Once l...
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