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**x*x* Excerpt from On the Coagulation of the Blood: The Croonian Lecture Delivered Before the Royal Society of London, 11th June 1863 The subject
on which | have the honour to address you this evening, is one which lies at the foundation both of Physiology and Pathology, and, on account of its
great importance, has engaged the best energies of many very able men, among whom may be mentioned, for example, such distinguished Fellows
of this Society as John Hunter and Hewson; so that it might well seem presumptuous in me to hope to communicate anything new regarding it,
were it not that the constant progress of Physiology and the allied sciences is ever opening up fresh paths for inquiry, and ever affording fresh
facilities for pursuing them. Indeed, my difficulty, on the present occasion, does not depend so much on the lack of materials as on the complicated
relations of the subject, which make me almost despair of being able, in the short time that can be devoted to a lecture, to give, in anything like an
intelligible form, even an adequate selection of the facts at my disposal. It may, in the first place, be worth while, more especially for the sake of any
present who may not be physiologists, to mention very briefly some well-known general facts respecting the constitution of the blood. The blood, if
examined by the microscope within the vessels of a living animal, is seen to consist of a liquid and numerous small particles suspended in it. The
liquid is termed the liquor sanguinis, the particles the blood-corpuscles. Of these corpuscles a few are colourless, and are named the colourless or...
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