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***x* Excerpt from Maine: Its History, Resources, and Government In the preparation of this book for use as a text in the upper grammar grades and
the high school, an attempt has been made at all times to keep clearly in mind one definite purpose - the presentation in as concise and readable a
manner as possible of a general view of the historical and industrial development of Maine in the form of a connected story, without branching out
from the main thoroughfare into innumerable byways of detail. It has been impossible to digress, even to include a few incidents of the most
unusual interest, because they do not bear strongly upon the principal events either as direct causes or effects. Moreover, the well-known fact is
recognized that the human interest story is most eagerly read, while lists of dates and the bare record of events furnish little attraction for red-
blooded active boys and girls such as those who will read these pages. At the same time history cannot be written without making use of the
chronological element to a sufficient extent to establish clearly the record of growth and progress. When Part | of this book has been completed by
the pupil, it is hoped that he may have in mind a fairly vivid idea of the whole story of Maine, and will be able to retell the plot exactly as if he had
been reading an absorbing narrative of adventure. No emphasis has been placed upon the local history of any particular town or city. This text is
not, therefore, in any sense intended as a reference book. Omissions have been made, and made purposely, of many...
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