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Forgotten Books, 2017. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from Epilepsy,
Responsibility and the Czolgosz Case: Was the Assassin Sane or Insane? | define epilepsy as a more or less transient and spasmodic affection of the
psychic functions with or without motor or sensory manifestations. There is a more or less sudden and unaccountable break in the continuity of the
concious mental activities of the subject, so that cases of muscular spasm or tremor, as in tetanus, chorea, etc., in which there exists no apparent
aberration of consciousness, are excluded from this category. And yet a peculiar mental factor presumably exists (perhaps subconsciously) in all
convulsive cases, since when mind has departed, as in death by shock, even electricity almost immediately fails to produce a reaction. Dr. Russell
Reynolds has defined the essentials of epilepsy as a diminution of intelligence and muscular spasm. But muscular spasm, as it is usually known, is
not a constant condition, while psychic aberration is. Dr. Baker, of the Broadmoor Criminal Lunatic Asylum, regards loss of consciousness as the
pathognomonic sign of epilepsy (1), while Dr. Wilkes, of Guy s Hospital, relates several cases in which coma was the only symptom, and one case in
which automatism alone existed (2). Many similar cases can be cited. But there is next to no dispute that in some cases the psychic manifestations
exist alone, while in other cases convulsions with simple loss of consciousness are practically all the phenomena observed. These two main forms or
aspects of epilepsy often alternate in the same person, either speedily or after considerable intervals, even months or years. About the Publisher
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